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JT a Meeting of the Society of Subfcribers 
to a Fund, for the eftablifhment of a PrsfeJforJI-Ap of 
Natural Hijlory, holden at the Hall of the Union 
Bank, in Bofton, on Wednefday the 27th day of 
March, in the year of our Lord, one thoufand eight 
hundred and five, at eleven of the clock in the fore- 
noon, the foundation of the Profeflbrfhip herein af- 
ter mentioned, and the following Rules and Prin- 
ciples, by which it fhould be regulated and conduct- 
ed, were agreed upon. 

CHAPTER I. 
THE FOUNDATION OF THE PROFESSORSHIP. 

A Profeflbrfhip of Natural Hijlory fhall be found- 
ed at Harvaid-College, in Cambridge ; and the Pro- 
fefTor (hall be ftiled, " The Massachusetts Pro- 
fessor, of Natural Ht story" — Provided, that if 
any perfon fhall become a munificent patron of the 
iaid Profeflbrlhip, by liberally endowing the fame, 
it fhall be in the power of the Prefident and Fel- 
lows of Harvard College, to name the ProfefTor af- 
ter fuch Benefactor. 

CHAPTER II 
THE ELECTION OF THE PROFESSOR. 

Art. 1. The firft ProfefTor fhall be chofen by the 
greater part of the Subfcribers aforefaid, prefent at 
a Meeting to be called for that purpo.fl'. 



Art. 2. The Succeffors of the firfl Profeffor fhall 
be elected by the Prefident and Fellows, and the 
election be approved by the Overfeers of Harvard 
College, in the fame manner as other Profeffors of 
the College are chofen. And every Profeffor fo to 
be elected fliafi be a Matter of Arts, of the Chriftian 
Proteftant Religion, and of good moral character. 

Art. 3. When after the election of the firfl Pro- 
feffor, there fhall be a vacancy in the office, if a Suc- 
cefibr fhall not be appointed in manner aforefaid, 
and introduced into the office, within fix calendar 
months after fuch vacancy fhall happen, then the 
Vifitors of the faid Profefforfhip fhall have power to 
fill fuch vacancy, by the election of a Profeffor. 

Art. 4. The Profeffor, after his election, and be- 
fore he enter on the execution of the duties of his 
office, fhall make and fubfcribe, before the Prefident 
and Fellows of Harvard College, a declaration fimi- 
lar to the declarations required from the Medical 
Profeflors- Provided however, that the declaration 
to be fubfciibed by the Profeffor of Natural Hifto- 
ry, (hail contain nothing repugnant to the rules and 
principles of this Inftitution herein declared, nor to 
the laws of the land. 

Art. 5. The Profeffor fhall hold his office fo long 
as he ihall difcharge the duties thereof, and behave 
well. And he may be removed from the Office by 
the Vifitors of the Profefforfhip, either for mifbe- 
haviour, or incapacity to difcharge the duties there- 
of according to the difcretion of the Vifitors. But 
the Prefident and Fellows of Harvard College may 
fufpend the faid Profeffor from all the powers and 



duties of his office, for neglect of his duties to the 
College, required by this foundation, or inability to 
difchargethe fame, or for immoral behaviour, which 
fufpenfion (hall continue in full force, until he be 
reftored or removed by the Vifitors. 

Art. 6. When a Profeffor fhall be removed from 
the office for incapacity, anting after his election, 
and from no fault of his own, the Viiitors may make 
fuch provifion for his future fupport, as may be con- 
ilftent with the (late and magnitude of the funds of 
the Profeflbrfhip. 

CHAPTER HI. 

OF THE DUTIES OF THE PROFESSOR. 

Art. i. It fhall be the duty of the Profefor to 
form a Botanic Garden on the grounds that fhall bs 
provided for that purpofe, which fhall contain all the 
Plants that may be procured, and may be capable 
of prefervation therein, including all the indigenous 
Plants of the country, foreign plants which have 
been, or which may be naturalized here, and all 
other exotic plants whatever, ufeful for the purpo- 
fes of this inflitution. And the Profeffor (hallfuper- 
intend the Botanic Garden, and the prefervation 
and growth of the Plants therein, fubject to fuch 
Rules and Regulations as may, from time to time, 
be prefcribed by the Vifitors. 

Art. 2. The Profeffor fhall read Lectures en Bo- 
tany and Entomology to fuch of the Students of 
Harvard College, as may be inclined to attend 
thereon, at fuch times, under fuch regulations, and 
for fuch gratuities, as fhall be directed by the Pre- 
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iident and Fellows of the faid College, the gratui- 
ties to be aflefled in the quarter bills of the ftudents 
fo attending, and when received, fhall be paid over 
to the Profeffor. And the ProfefTor, in his ledtures, 
fhall exhibit all the plants neceffary to the due il- 
luftration of the fubjecT. — Provided however, that 
thofe Students of Harvard College, who are fons 
of any of the Subfcribers aforefaid, fhall be entitled 
to attend on the faid ledtures gratis, agreeably to 
the terms of the original fubfcription. 

Art. 3. The Profeffor, with the affent of the 
Vifitors, and under fuch regulations as they may 
prefcribe, may read ledtures on Botany and Ento- 
mology to fuch other perfons as may requeft to at- 
tend on the fame, for fuch gratuities as the Vifitors 
and Profeffor may determine ', provided that the 
faid regulations be not repugnant to the regulations 
which may be prefcribed by the Prefident and Fel- 
lows of Harvard College, for the government of 
the Students, in their attendance on the FrofelTor. 
And provided further, that the immediate gov- 
ernment of the College may exclude any perfon 
from the privilege of attending on the leclures of 
the ProfefTor, whom -they lhall declare to have in- 
fulted the authority of the College, or to have vio- 
lated the laws of the College made for the govern- 
ment of the Students. 

Art. 4. The Profeffor, either perfonally, or by 
fome affiftant, by him appointed, and approved by 
the Vifitors, and by the Prefident and Fellows of 
JTarvard College, fhall attend on all perfons who 



may defire to view the Botanic Garden, and in- 
fpect the plants therein preferved, at fuch times, 
under fuch regulations, and for fuch perquifites as 
the Vifitors, from time to time, (hall direct.— Pro- 
vided, that no perquifite be exacted from any of the 
Subfcribers aforefaid, nor from any of theOverfeers, 
or of the Corporation, or of the immediate gover- 
nors or inftructors of Harvard College. Provided 
alfo, that no undergraduate of the College be ad- 
mitted into the garden but at fuch hours, and for 
fuch length of time, as fhall be allowed by the Go- 
vernment of the faid College. 
Art. 5. The Profeflor fhall collect all fpecimens 
in Mineralogy for which he may have convenient 
opportunity, and after arranging them, he fhall 
depofitthem in the Cabinet of Mineralogy belong- 
ing to the Corporation of Harvard College, for the 
ufe of the Univerfity of Cambridge. 

Art. 6. The Prefident and Fellows of Harvard 
College, with the affent of the Vifitors of the Pro- 
feiforfhip, may enjoin upon the Profeffor, the duty 
of instructing the Students of the College in fuch 
other branches or Natural Hiftory, as may be 
found from experience confident with his faithful 
difcharge of all the duties already above enjoined 
on him. And fuch further instructions fhall be gi- 
ven at fuch times, under fuch regulations, and for 
fuch gratuities, as the faid Prefident and Fellows 
fhall prefcribe. And fuch gratuities fhall be aifeff- 
ed and paid over, in the fame manner as the gra- 
tuities for attending on the Lectures on Botany and 
Entomology. 



CfUFTER IF. 

OF THE FUNDS OF THE PROFESSORSHIP. 

Art. i. All the real Eftate to be purchafed for 
the foundation of the faid ProfefTorfhip, fliall be 
vefted in the Prefident and Fellows of Harvard 
College, upon the fpecial truft and confidence, that 
the Profeffor of Natural Hiftory, for the time be- 
ing, fhall have the ufe and occupation of the fame, 
for his habitation, and for the Botanic Garden, and 
for fuch other ufes as may be connected therewith. 

Art. 2. All the perfonal property which may 
belong to the faid foundation, fhall be vefted in the 
Prefident and Fellows of Harvard College, but 
upon fuch trufts, and for fuch ufes, as fliall, from 
time to time, be directed by the Vifitorsof the faid 
Profefforfhip. 

Art. 3. Whenever there may be growing, in the 
Botanic Garden, plants of any defcription, which 
may be taken from the Garden, without any preju- 
dice to the end and defign of the Profefforfhip, 
fuch plants may be fold under fuch regulations, and 
for fuch prices, as the Vifitors may direct ; and the 
profits arifing from the inflection, or fale of the 
plants, fliall form a part of the perfonal Funds of 
the faid Profefforfhip. 

Art. 4. The Treafurer of Harvard College fliall 
pay over the rents, ilfues and profits of the faid 
Eftate, real and perfonal, which he may receive, and 
alfo the principal of the faid perfonal Eftate.to the 
order of the Vifitors of the faid Profefforfliip, with 
whom he fhall account, as often as they fliall direfl. 



And the Treafurer fhall be entitled to fuch com- 
penfation for managing and taking care of the per- 
fonal property of the faid Profefforfliip, entrulted to 
him, as ihall be determined by the President and 
Fellows of Harvard College. 

Art. 5. The money raifed by the fubfcribers 
aforefaid fliall be paid over to the Treafurer of 
Harvard College, for the ufes, and upon the trufts 
aforefaid ; referving, however, in the hands of the 
faid fubfcribers, or in the hands of their own Trea- 
furer, fo much of the faid money as they may think 
proper for the purchafe of real Eftate for the faid 
ProfefTorfhip. 

Art. 6. All monies paid to the Treafurer of Har- 
vard College, fliall be put at intereft in the name 
of the Prefident and Fellows of the faid College, 
but for the ufes and upon the trufts aforefaid, by 
vefting the fame in the public funds of this State, 
or of the United States of America, or in the Stock 
of fome Bank legally incorporated, at his difcretion, 
unlefs he receive directions concerning the fame, 
from the Vifitors of the ProfeiTorfliip, to which di- 
rections it fliall be his duly in all things to conform. 

CHAPTER V. 
OF THE VISITORS OF I HE PROFESSORSHIP. 
Art. 1. The Truftees of the Maflachufetts Socie- 
ty for promoting Agriculture, together with the 
Prefident of Harvard College, the Pref.dent of ths 
American Academy of Arts and Science- and the 
Prefident of the Maflachu'etts Medical So ; ety. or 
the greater part of them, fliall be the Vifitcu of 
B 
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the faid ProfefTorfhip, with all the powers and du- 
ties in the faid Vifitors above veiled, and on them 
enjoined. Provided, that if the MafTachufetts So- 
ciety for promoting Agriculture, fhall, at any time, 
have more than twelve Truftees, then the faid Truf- 
tees fhall elefl out of their own body, twelve, who, 
together with the three Prefidents aforefaid, fhall 
be the Vifitors of the faid ProfefTorfhip. 

Art. 2. And further, the Vifitors fhall have full 
power to caufe a dwelling-houfe for the ProfefTor, 
and fuch other buildings to be eredTred, fuch uten- 
fils and materials to be purchafed, and fuch labor- 
ers to be employed, as, in their judgment, may be 
fit and reafonable— to caufe the real eflate to be 
kept in repair — to prevent any wafte or lofs in the 
perfonal eftate— to fee that the Botanic Garden be 
fupplied wich the neceflary plants, and be duly cul- 
tured—to take care that the duties of the Profeffor, 
and of thofe employed under him, be intelli- 
gently and faithfully difcharged— to fix the falary 
and the emoluments of the Profeffor, and of any 
Affiftant he may have— and generally to make, and 
caufe to be executed, all fuch rules and regulations 
as in their judgment, will render the faid ProfefTor- 
fhip mod ufeful in promoting the inteiefts of the 
Univerfity of Cambridge, and the Arts and Agri- 
culture of the State, and for the better qualifica- 
tion of the Profeffor,for difcharging the duties of his 
office ; fo that fuch rules and regulations be not 
repugnant to the rults and principles herein agreed 
upon, nor to the charter of Harvard College, nor 
to the laws of the land. 
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Art. 3. The Vifitors may make ail fuch appro- 
priation of the funds of the ProfefTorfhip, including 
both principal and intereft, as in their judgment, 
may be necefiary for the due execution of the pow- 
ers with which they are herein vetted. 

Art. 4. If at any time, the funds of the faid Pro- 
fefTorfhip fhould be more than fufficient, for all the 
purpofes aforefaid, and there fhould remain any 
monies unappropriated, the Vifitors may appro- 
priate fo much of the monies fo remaining, as they 
may think proper, for the forming or enlarging a 
Cabinet or Cabinets of Natural Hiftory, for the ufe 
of the Univerfity of Cambridge, to be connected 
with the faid ProfefTorfhip, according to the duties 
that are or may be enjoined on the ProfefTor — or, 
the faid Vifitors may appropriate fo much of the 
monies fo remaining, as they may think proper, 
towards the compenfation of any other ProfefTor of 
Harvard College, to whom may be entrufted, by 
the Prefident and Fellows of the faid College, the 
right of teaching any branch of Natural Hifiory, 
not fpecially provided for in this Inftitution, if fuch 
appropriation, in the judgment of the Vifitors, fhall 
be more ufeful in diffufing the knowledge of Natu- 
ral Hiftory. 

Art. 5. The Vifitors may conftitute one or more 
Committees felected from themfelves, or elfewhere, 
with authority to execute fuch of the powers vefted 
in the Vifitors, as they may judge will be mod con- 
venient for the due execution of the great variety of 
important trufls repofed in them. Provided, that 
the removal of the ProfefTor from his Office, or the 
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fixing his falary and perquifites, by any Com- 
mittee, be not valid until the fame be ratified by 
the Board of Vifi tors. 

Art. 6. The Truftees of the MafTachufetts So- 
ciety for promoting Agriculture.or the greater part 
of them (hall call the firft meeting of the Vifitors, in 
fuch manner, and at fuch time and place as they 
ihall determine, at which firft meeting the greater 
part of the Vifitors, then prefent, may agree upon 
the method of notifying future meetings, which 
method they may from time to time alter. And at 
any meeting of the Vifitors duly notified (provided 
five at the leaft be prefent) the ad of the greater 
part prefent fhall be deemed the act of the Vifitors. 

Art. 7. To prevent any failure of Vifitors of the 
faid ProfeiTorfliip, it is agreed, that if the Truftees 
of the MafTachufetts Society for promoting Agri- 
culture, who may be Vifitors as afcrefaid, or the 
greater part of them, fhould, after accepting the 
tiuft afore faid, decline the further execution there- 
of, either exprcfsly, or by unreasonably neglecting 
the fame, fuch neglect being declared by the greater 
part of the Juftices of the Supreme Judicial Court, 
upon complaint made by the Prefident and Fellows 
of Harvard College ; then the faid Prefident and- 
Fellows, together with the Prefident of the Ameii- 
can Academy of Arts and Sciences, and the Prefi- 
dent of the MafTachufetts Medical Society, or the 
greater part of them, f'hall be the Vifitors of the 
faid ProfefTorfhip, with all the powers above de- 
fined and to the Vifitors granted. 

Art. 8. Whereas fome alterations and amend- 



ments may from experience be found neceffary for 
more effectually promoling the true defign of this 
inftitution, it is therefore agreed, that all fuch al- 
terations and amendments to this foundation which 
fhall hereafter be agreed upon by the Prefident and 
Fellows of Harvard College and the Vifitors afore- 
faid, for the more fuccefsful cultivation of the Sci- 
ence of Natural Hiftory,and which fhall be approv- 
ed by the Overfeers of Harvard College, and the 
Prefident and Council of the Ameiican Academy 
of Arts and Sciences, fhall have the fame force and 
effect as if part of the original foundation. 

CHAPTER VI. 

CONCLUSION. 

Art. I. The foundation of the faid ProfefTorfhip,- 

and the rules and principles, by which it fhould be 

regulated and conducted are agreed upon, on the 

exprefs condition that the fame be affented to, by 

the Prefident and Fellows of Harvard College, 

and by the Maffachufetts Society for promoting 

Agriculture refpeclively, and that fuch affent be 

. entered on the records of thofe Societies. 

Art. 2. That there be four exemplifications of 
the faid foundation, rules and principles, engroiTed 
on parchment and authenticated under the figna- 
turesof the Hon. Francis Dana, Efq. the Chair- 
man, and of Francis C. La-well, Clerk of the Society 
of fubferibers aforefaid. That one exemplification 
be delivered to the Prefident and Fellows of Har- 
vard College, that another be delivered to the 
Maffachufetts Society for promoting Agriculture, 
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and that a third be delivered to the Vifitors of the 
faid Profeflbrfhip, to be entered on the records of 
thofe Societies refpe&ively ; and that a fourth be 
filed in the office of the Secretary of the Common* 
wealth. 

Art. 3. That there be two exemplifications of 
the original fubfcription engrofTed on parchment 
and authenticated under the fignatuies of the faid 
Chairman and Clerk of the Society of fubfcribtrs 
aforefaid, one to be delivered to the Prefident and 
Fellows of Harvard College, and the other to the 
Vifitors of the faid Pt ofefforfhip. 

Art. 4. That the choice by the Society of Sub- 
feribers aforefaid, of the firft Profeflbr Of Natural 
Hiftory, fiiall, when made, be certified under the 
fignatures of the faid Chairman and Clerk of the 
faid Society. And one certificate fhall be deliver- 
ed to the Prefident and Fellows of Harvard Col- 
lege, another to the Vifitors of the faid ProfefTor- 
fhip, and a third to the ProferTor who may be el eel - 
ed ; and fuch certificate fhall be fufficient evidence 
of the election, to all intents and purpofes whatever. 



rOTED, THAT the Foundation of a ProfeflWfhip of 
Natural Hiftory, with the Rules and Principles, by which it 
fhall be conducted, which have been agreed upon, lh->ll be 
laid before the Prefident and Fellows of Harvard Co'lege, 
and the Maffachufetts Society for promoting Agriculture, 
for their afTent and approbation, agreeably to the terms of 
ibis Foundation. 

Atuf, FRANCIS C. LOWELL, Cltth 
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THE proceeding Foundation having been fub- 
mitted to the two bodies above mentioned, was ap- 
proved and affected to by the Corporation of the 
College, March 28, 1805 ; whofe act was confirm- 
ed by the Board of Overfeers, April 1 ith ; it was 
alfo approved and affentcd to by the Maffachufetts 
Society for promoting Agriculture, April 9th. 

The Profefforfhip is thus eftabli/hed, according 
to the terms of the Foundation. 

The Board of Vifitors, appointed to confift of 
the Twelve I'ruftees of the Maffachufetts Society 
for promoting Agriculture, and of the Prefident 
of the American Academy cf Arts and Sciences, 
the Prefident of Harvard College, and the Prefident 
of the Maffachufetts Medical Society, organized 
themfelves and entered upon the execution of their 
truft, April 19th, 1805. 

At the fame Meeting the Officers to be chofen, 
and the general Rules of proceeding to be obferv- 
cd, were determined as follows : — 

RULES AND REGULATIONS, 
Of the BOARD of VISITORS of the Maffachufetts Profef- 
forfhip of Natural Hiftory. 

Art. i. There fhall be a Prefident and Secretary 
elected annually at the ftated meeting in June, who 
fhall continue in office until others are chofen in 
their ftead ; the choice fhall be made by ballot, 
and a majority of the Votes fhall be required to 
make a choice. 

Art. 2. There fhall be twelve ftated Meetings of 
the Vifitors in each year, one to be on the Satur- 
day next following the firft Wednefday in June, 
the others on the lafl week of the other eleven 
months of the year, on fuch days of the week as 
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{hall from time to time be appointed : And at all 
Meetings not lefs than five members (hall be requir- 
ed (including the perfon who prefides) to form a 
Quorum for doing bufinefs, except for deciding the 
time and place of adjournment. 

Art. 3. The Prefident (hall always regulate the 
debates, declare the decifions, and fuperintend gen- 
erally the proceedings of the Vifitors, when he is 
prefent, but when the Prefident is abfent from any 
Meeting, thefe funclions fiiall be performed by fuch 
member as thofe prefent ihall then appoint. 

Art. 4. It (hall be the duty of the Secretary to 
keep a fair record of all the votes and proceedings 
of the Vifitors, to attefi all copies which iifue from 
his office, to preferve in regular files all papers 
committed to his care, and to notify all meetings 
of the Vifitors : Provided, that in cafe of the death, 
refutation, difability or abfence of the Secretary, 
the Vifitors at any Meeting may eleft a Secretary 
for a longer or fhorter term as the cafe may require. 

Art. 5. All grants or appropriations of money, 
(kail be certified under the hand of the Prefident, 
or the perfon who prefides at the Meeting by which 
fuch grant or appropriation is made, and (hall be 
then attefted by the Secretary. 

Art. 6. The Rated Meetings of the Vifitors (hall 
be at fuch pHces as they may from time to time 
appnint, and fpecial Meetings may at any time be 
called by the Secretary, under the direction of the 
Prefident, or at the written requeft of any two of 
the Vifitors. 

Art. 7. In cafe the Vifitors (hall at any time af- 
fign to a Committee any of the important powers 
with which they are entrufted, fuch Committee 
(hall be chofen by ballot from an open lift of Candi- 
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dates previously nominated, which lift fhall be read 
over immediately before the balloting, and a ma- 
jority fhall be neceffary to the choice. 



Names of the Gentlemen, now competing the Boards con- 
cerned in the Government of this Inflitution. 

PRESIDENT and FELLOWS of HARVARD COLLEGE. 

President. 
Hon. OLIVER WENDELL, -\ 

Rev. JOHN LATHROP.D.D. 
ELIPHALET PEARSON, L. L. D. .' 

Hon. JOHN DAVIS, Efq. f Fellows. 

Rev. JOHN ELIOT, D. D. j 

EBENEZER STORER, Efq. Treasurer, j 



THE BOARD OF VISITORS. 

OFFICERS. 
Hon. JOHN ADAMS, L. L. D. Prefident of the American 

Academy of Arts and Sciences, Prefident of the Board 

of Vificors. 
JOHN AVERY, Efq. Secretary. 

MEMBEXS. 

His Excellency CALEB STRONG, Prefident of the MafTa- 

chufetts °ociety for promoting Agriculture, 
JOHN WARDEN, M. D. Prefident of the Maffachufetts 
Medical Society. 
Hon. JOSEPH RUSSELL, Efq. 
AARON DEXTER, M.D. 
THOMAS L. WIMTHROP, Efq. 
Rev. JOH ^ T. KIRK LAND, D. D. 
Hon GEORGE C \BOT. 
THEOO >RE LYMAN, 
Hon. CHRISTOPHER GORE, Efq, 
SAMUEL W. POMEKOY, Efq. 
C 
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THE Subfcribers, at their Meeting, March 2f r 
made choice of William Dandridgk Peck, Pi.. M. 
A. A. S. as Firft Maffachufetts Profeffor of Natur- 
al Hiflory, who, having been approved by the Cor- 
poration and Board ot Overfeers of Harvard Col- 
lege, has accepted that office, and is to be induct- 
ed in due form, at Cambridge, on the Fourteenth 
day of May next. 

A Committee of the Subfcribers are empowered 
to procure a Situation in the vicinity of the College, 
fuitable for the refidence of the Profeffor, the for- 
mation of a Garden, and the other ufes of the In- 
ftitution. 

As the circumftances of the eflablifhment for a 
year to come, will admit of the abfence of the Pro- 
feffor, and his attention to the objects, which a vifit 
to Europe in that time may prefent, will enable him 
to enter upon the duties of his office with increafed 
advantage, and more effectually to aid the govern- 
ment of the Univerfity,and the Board of Vifitors,in 
the execution of their refpective trufls, and will 
anfwer various important purpoies to the inftitu- 
tion, the Vifitors have refolved upon the meafure. 
It is his intention to embark for England immedi- 
ately after his induction ; in hopes of being able to 
view and examine the principal inflitutions of a 
fimilar defcription in Great-Britain, France and 
Sweden, within a period not exceeding fifteen or 
fixteen months. 

In the mean time, it is hoped that the lift of Sub- 
fcribers to this interefting and expenfive eflablifh- 
ment, will be augmented, that it may be fo con- 
ducted as to effect all the valuable purpofes of its 
foundation. 

To give full opportunity for all who are able and 
inclined, to appear among its pations, upon the 
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original conditions, the Subfcribers, at their lad 
meeting, Voted, That the fubfcription paper (a copy 
of which is i'ubjoined) fhould be open for the re- 
ception of additional names during the term of one 
year, after which the engroifed copies of the lift of 
iubfcribcrs will be made out agreeably to Chap. 6th. 
Art. 3d. in the Foundation ; other copies alfo will 
then be printed, in a form proper to be annexed to 
this pamphlet, together with fuch intermediate pro- 
ceedings of the government of the Inftitution as 
may be thought to be interelting to its Benefactors. 
The Committee for receiving Subfcriptions, are 
Dr. Warren, Dr. Dexter, Judge Davis, Hon. 
J. Quincy, Rev. Dr. Kirkland and Mr. Ste- 
phen Higginson, jr. 



SUBSCRIPTION PAPER. 

IT has frequently been remarked, that in the ex- 
tenfive regions of the United States, there are bound- 
lefs fields of inquiry, hitherto, almoft untrodden ; 
that our forefts, our plains, our rivers and our 
fhores contain multiplied treafures from which we 
have been but partially benefitted, and that there 
are many of our native productions of which we 
know not the ufe, and fcarcely even the names. Par- 
ticular inftances of induftrious refearch form lauda- 
ble exceptions to that general inattention to the 
Natural Hijlory of our country, which has too long 
prevailed; but it is not by individual, unconnec- 
ted and tranfient attentions that any confiderable 
progrefs can be made in fuch an immenfe range 
of purfuit. The uniform, unremitted, fyftematic 
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efforts of a refpeclable and competent EJlabliJhment 
are neceffary. 

If our anceftors, \t\xh\vi /even years after the firfl. 
planting of Majfachufcttt , could, by a liberal endow- 
ment,lay the foundation of the Univerjity of Harvard, 
it cannot be difficult for their defendants, whom 
God has eminently profpered, to add to that re- 
fpeclable and well-regulated feminary, a Profe/Tor- 
iliip of Natural Hiftory. 

The fpirit and the means, we trull, are not want- 
ing for the accomplishment of an object fo nfeful 
and honorable, and it is a circumftanee which fhould 
encourage us in the enterprife, that we pofTefs a na- 
tive citizen of the State, diftinguifhed in that walk 
of fcience, and whom the inftitutions of the elder 
continent might be proud to enroll in their corps 
of inftructors. 

Zoology, Mineralogy and Botany, would be the im- 
mediate objects of the prnpoied inftitution ; and to 
thofe intelligent men, whofe contributions are in- 
vited, it will be unnecefTary to (late, how Ccw/nerce, 
Agriculture, Medicine and the Arts would be aided 
and promoted by a zealous, well-directed and ex- 
tenfivg cultivation of thofe branches of fcience. 

Connected with the ProfefTorlhip, it is intended 
to eftablifh a Botanic Garden and a Mufeum. 

The European world has long experienced the 
multiplied benefits of fuch inftitutions. Eftablifli- 
ments, which are there foftered by the care and 
bounty of government, cannot, in this country, be 
created and maintained, without the liberal contri- 
butions of public fpirited individuals. 

To gentlemen of this description thefe obferva- 
tions are addrefied. They are refpeclfully invited. 
to contemplate the fubject in all its relations, and 
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fo far as the propofed inftitution mall be deemed to 
be a proper objecl of their bounty, to become con- 
tributors to the fund on which its creation and 
continuance will depend. 



WE the fubfcribers agree to pay the fums, by 
us refpeclively fubfcribed, towards a fund for the 
eftablifhment and fupport of a Profefforjlrip of Na- 
tural Hijl'jry at the Univeifity in Cambridge, con- 
nected with a Botanic Garden and a Mufeum ; fub- 
ject to fuch terms and conditions, as mall be deter- 
mined by the fubfcribers ,or the major part of them, 
at a meeting to be convened, when the fum of tnueji- 
iy thoufand dollars fliall be fubfcribed; the firfi Pro- 
fijfor to be nominated by the fubfcribers ; the fons 
of any perfon fubfcribing to the amount of one 
hundred dollars, to have the privilege, when mem- 
bers of the University, of attending the leclures of 
the Profeffbr, free of expence, and fubfcribers to 
have the right of vifiting the Garden and Mufeum, 
j>ratis. 
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